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AtheneAtheneAthene
An appreciation of the earlier iPads,

one page at a time.
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A  N O T E  F R O M  T H E  M A K E R

Every detail,
on purpose.

Athene lives on the newest iPhones and iPads too. This
edition is for the earlier iPads, the ones the App Store
left behind. It is not a consolation prize for old
hardware; it is an appreciation of it. These machines are
still lovely to read on, and they deserved a reader that
feels like it belongs to them.

I spent most of the time on the parts you are not
supposed to notice. The shelf is wood, and its lamps
come on after dark. Pages curl from the corner the way
paper does. Buttons press, ribbons tuck, popovers sit on
real paper with a real shadow.

Skeuomorphism gets called nostalgia. To me it is a
promise: when things look like the objects they stand
for, every detail has to earn its place — and when it
does, the whole thing becomes a small pleasure to hold.
I built it that way for myself, first. I hope it reads that
way on yours too.

Enjoy the book. — Aditya
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T H E  S H E L F

A bookcase that lights its own
lamps.
Your books stand on wood, covers out. Sort them into collections,
switch to a list when the shelf gets full, and after dark the bookcase
turns its own reading lamps on.

A F T E R  D A R KA F T E R  D A R K
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R E A D I N G

Pages that turn like pages.
Drag a corner and the page follows your finger. Hold it, peek at the
next one, let it fall back. Turn the iPad sideways and the book opens
into two columns.

Aa
Seven typefaces,
any size. White,
sepia or night
paper.

Highlights &
notes
Swipe a passage.
Pick a colour. Add
a thought.

Search
Find a phrase
anywhere in the
book, then jump
to it.

PDFs too
Pinch to zoom in.
Double-tap to
zoom out. Curl to
turn.
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Y O U R  L I B R A R Y

Three ways to fill the shelf.
Over the air from your own server, or with no server at all: handed
across from another app, or dropped straight into the file system. Athene
checks for new books every time it comes to the front, so whatever you
add is on the shelf by the time you look.

From your Calibre
server
Point Athene at calibre-
web and its catalogue
appears on a second
bookcase. Tap a cover; it
walks over to yours.

From another app
No server needed. A book
in Safari or Mail? Choose
Open In… and pick
Athene. It imports on the
spot.

Straight into the file
system
Drop EPUBs or PDFs into
/var/mobile/Documents
over SSH or with Filza,
then open the app.

Your books live in /var/mobile/Library/Books and survive an uninstall.
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